
 

 

Great Bend. They have three 

children and two grandchildren.  

Chelsey the oldest lives in Great 

Bend with her husband and   

children.   Lynette and her hus-

band are students at KSU in biol-

ogy and their son Matthew is 

majoring in engineering at KSU. 

Charles and his family have   

attended several KFFA conven-

tions over the past years as a 

family and as fifth & sixth genera-

tion fair participants, county fairs 

have been a very big part of their 

lives.  

Charles was inducted into the 

KFFA Hall of Fame in 2002.   

This past April the Kansas Fairs & 

Festivals Association Board of 

Directors selected Charles W. 

Atkinson  as the new Executive 

Director for Association opera-

tions. Charles and his wife Inga 

are from Great Bend. He is the 

president of the Barton Co. Fair 

Association and is active in 4-H 

as a community leader. Until 

recently he was the Rocketry 

Chair for the Aerospace project 

at the Kansas State Fair which he 

retired from after 20 years. He 

comes to us with conference 

planning experience. Charles was  

a charter board member with 

No-Till on the Plains which host 

the largest No-Till conference in 

the Central United States and is 

currently Chairman of the Kansas 

Soybean Expo held each year in 

January.  

Charles is also currently 1st Vice 

President for the Kansas Soybean 

Association.  

“I believe that county fairs and 

festivals are the heart of the 

communities they serve, they 

provide entertainment, culture 

and a opportunity for an commu-

nity to celebrate life. I look for-

ward to working with the board 

of directors to provide the best 

convention possible”, according 

to Atkinson. 

His wife 

Inga is a 

teacher 

at Holy 

Family 

Catholic 

School in 

The J.B. Smith Story 
From businessman to Texas 

Sheriff... 

Businessman 
J.B. manages a big business 
which also happens to be one 
of the largest jails in Texas, 
housing over 1000 prisoners, 
a department of over 355 per-
sonnel, has over 100 vehicles 
and feeds more than 3,000 
meals a day, while overseeing 
an annual budget of over $27 
million. He was featured in 
front page lead story in the 
Dallas Morning News. He is a 
Texas licensed auctioneer. 

Community Leader 
Recently presented with the 
first ever "Excellence in Com-
munity Service" award by the 
National Chapter of The 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. He serves on II 
Boards of Directors, chairman 
of 5 and was co-founder of the 
East Texas Crisis Center 
which has become a safe ha-
ven for abused women and 
children. 

Rancher 
On his ranch in Smith County, 
J.B. has raised registered 
Longhorn cattle. His menag-
erie contains over 15 horses, 

wild hogs, ticks, red bugs, 
armadillos and fire ants. 

Texas Sheriff 
J.B. Smith has been continu-
ously elected Smith County 
Sheriff since 1976. Sheriff 
Smith holds a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Criminal 
Justice from the University of 
Texas and is a graduate of the 
National F.B.I. Academy. He 
is a Licensed Forensic Hypno-
tist. He is past President of the 
Sheriffs Association of Texas, 
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District 1 
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Kenny Feldhausen - Frankford 
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Denny Stoecklein - Hutchinson 
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Charles Atkinson,  

New Executive Director  
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òKind words  can 

be short and  easy 

to speak, but their 

echoes are truly 

endlessó ~ 

Mother Teresa 

Membership  

applications can be  

found on the Web! !  

kansasfairsassociation.com  

Committee seeks Hall of Fame Nomineeõs 

Hall of Fame ~ Policies and Procedures 

2010 Membership Dues 
We appreciate all of the 

Fairs, Festivals and Associ-

ates that were members of 

the Kansas Fairs & Festi-

vals Association in 2009. 

Now is the time to renew 

your membership or      

consider becoming a new 

member. 

As a member you will be 

listed in the convention 

booklets, your event listed 

on our newly designed web-

site and receive our news-

letters, be eligible for scholar-

ships and updated on events 

happening in the Sunflower 

state.         

You can be a member by re-

questing a membership appli-

cation or log on to our website 

www.kansasfairsassociation.com 

and click on the Forms section 

to print off your application. 

The cost to be a member is 

$50 per fair, festival or busi-

ness per year. 

Our association is here to 

serve the members who are 

the fairs and festivals in 

Kansas and the associate 

members who are so      

important to any fair. We 

depend on our associate 

members to help us have 

the best fairs anywhere in 

the nation. 

 

Festival/ Company for which 

they volunteered and/or em-

ployed by is a current member 

and has been a member for the 

previous five years.   
 

ÅEach Fair/ Festival/ Associate 

member is allowed one nomi-

nation each calendar year. 
 

ÅAs the Kansas Fairs & Festi-

vals Association Hall of Fame 

is a prestigious award and the 

selection of each years Hall of 

Fame award will be limited to 

ÅEach fair and festival must be 

a current member of the Kansas 

Fairs & Festivals Association 

and have been a member for 

the previous five years. 
 

ÅEach Associate that has been 

nominated must be a current 

member of the Kansas Fairs & 

Festivals Association and have 

been a member for the previous 

five years. 
 

ÅDeceased nomineeôs may be 

considered as long as the Fair/ 

Three individuals from the 

Fairs and/or Festivals and One 

individual from the Associate 

Members. 

 

ÅNominations of persons not 

selected for the current Hall of 

Fame can be kept on file and 

considered for the next two 

years provided the membership 

by the Fair/ Festival/ Associa-

tion who employed or nomi-

nated the individual is kept 

current. 

marked by November 1, 

2009. The committee will 

select the winners and 

the nominator will be no-

tified after the selection. 

The winners will be hon-

ored at the 2010 Annual 

Convention scheduled for 

January 8,9 and 10th in 

Topeka at the Ramada 

Inn Downtown. 

This is a perfect           

opportunity for a member 

Fair, Festival or Associate 

to honor an individual that 

has contributed so much 

and never expected    

anything in return. 

Remember the post-

marked deadline is      

November 1st.  

The Hall of Fame Com-

mittee is now seeking 

nominations for the most 

prestigious award that 

can be bestowed on a 

individual by the Kansas 

Fairs & Festivals Asso-

ciation. Applications can 

be found on our website 

or by request. Nomini-

ation should be post-
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Clawson & Devine         

announced as winners 

The 2009 Agriculture      

Challenge of Champi-

ons was held in the 

Fairs & Festival Assoc. 

room in the 4-H     En-

campment building on 

Sept 13th at the Kansas 

State Fair. Eight partici-

pants competed for two 

$2250  college                    

scholarships.  

Ms. Kyla Clawson & Ms. 

Chandra Devine were the 

winners of this years contest. 

Ms. Clawson was nominated 

by the Haskell Co. fair board 

and Ms. Devine was nomi-

nated by the Barton Co. Fair 

Assoc. Both girls worked 

very hard at the contest and 

scored within 32 points of 

each other.  

Participants competed in 

various areaôs of concentra-

tions including Crops & 

Weed Identification, Speech, 

Livestock Feed, General Ag 

Quiz, Farm Management, 

Animal Science and General 

Agronomy.  

The KFFA Board of directors 

wish to thank the staff of the 

Hutchinson Community Col-

lege for their assistance in 

administrating the contest.  

Also, Thanks to all the Fairs 

who nominated the contest-

ants and support the Scholar-

ship contest. 

district representative on any topics 
you feel would be of interest at the 
convention. 
 A few areas the board of direc-
tors would like to have your input to 
help us improve on are as follows: 
Challenge of Champion Scholarships: 
How can we get more participation? 
Topics for workshops at the conven-
tion: Do you have any ideas, leaders, 
speakers for the convention? Auction 
and Silent Auction: Remember to plan 
now for these events as this is how the 
association is able to continue to fund 
the scholarship program.               

Membership in Kansas Fairs and 
Festivals Association: Any ideas on 
how to increase memberships and 
help the Association grow?   
The board members are hard at work 
planning and preparing for the 2010 
convention. We hope to see all of you 
there. Our goal is to make this con-
vention informative, rewarding and 
fun.  
See you in Topeka in January 2010. 
 
Sincerely 

STEVE HAMMERSMITH 

Greetings: 
Another County 
Fair season has 
come and gone. I 
truly hope your fair 

went smoothly and was a great suc-
cess. My congratulations and thanks 
to the many volunteers that make 
fairs fun smoothly and contribute to a 
successful event. Now it is time to 
gear up for next year. 
 
The annual Kansas Fairs and Festi-
vals convention will be here before 
we know it. Please speak with your 

The Hammer Views (Notes from the President) -  

park. After completing the 

driving school, the toddlers 

will be awarded their first 

driver's license. Later in the 

afternoon a child was  an-

nounced as the winner of  

one of the cars.  

According to Joy Baker,  

Special Events Coordinator 

Children ages one to five had  

fun at the Toddler Games 

Driving School & Art Fair 

During the Kansas State 

Fair. The Toddler Games 

Driving School is a free inter-

active family event where 

toddlers will learn the rules of 

the road, how to make turns, 

back up, and even parallel 

for the Kansas State 

Fair stated, ñ We 

had a record num-

ber of participants 

and all of the kids 

and parents had a 

great time.ò The 

Kansas Fairs & Fes-

tivals Association 

sponsored this 

event. 

TODDLER GAMES DRIVING SCHOOL & ART FAIR 

Learning the rules of the road.  

Pictured L to R: 

Kyla Clawson & Chandra Devine 
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E-mail:  

admin@kansasfairsassociation.com 
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The Final Seedé.. 

The many trails which historically run through Kansas since 

early settlement of the state are widened and brought into a 

new dimension through trails of education, agriculture, infor-

mation and direction which enhances productivity, economic 

viability and leadership capabilities for growth, development 

and the quality of life. 

 

Fairs and Festivals in the state of Kansas are as American as 

apple pie and home grown folks: they are classically shared 

in conversations for their taste - - cotton candy, hot dogs and 

Ice Cream; the distinct aromas -- Barbecue and brats with 

grilled onion and green peppers; and from the smells that lin-

ger from the barnyard to the fresh cut crops on exhibit.  Ferris 

wheels, balloons and contest bring out the kid in all of us. 

 

Kansas Fairs and Festivals have a multitude of  

Traditions and they are just waiting on you to discover them. 

Kansas Fairs & Festivals Association 

P.O. Box 127 

Great Bend, KS 67530 


